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J.- OD hath- a controverſie with our Land, 


And-in an evil:þlight:affairs do ſtand-: 


Already wedo ſmart for doingill, : 


Yet us:the hand of God afflicteth till, . 


Anid:many fee it'not.z as many be- 


E- 7? So wilfull, that his hand they-yill not ſee. 


F Some- plainly view the Tame,- but nothing care 3 
x Some at the ſight thereof amazed are - 
{Like Belthazar, :and-cbave.a trembling heart, 
Yet will not from their vanities depart. 
Some dream that all things Joby chance ſucceed; . 
{And that I prate more of them than I need : 

{But Heaven and Earth to witneſs | invoke, 

{That cauſeleſly Inothing here have ſpoke. 

| If this, .O ſickly 2ſ{ard, thou believe, 

And for thy greatinfirmity ſhalt. grieve, 

{And grieving of thy follies make confeſſions, 
And ſo confeſs thine infinite tranſgreſſions, 

That thou amend thoſe errors, God ſhall then 
[Thy manifold diftempers cure agen; 

{Make all thy Scarlet Sins as white as Snow, 

And caſt thy threatned judgments on thy foe. 
[But if thou (fondly thinking thou art well ) 
Shalt ſlight this Meſſage, which my Muſe doth tell, 
And ſcorn her counſel, if thou ſhalt not rue. 
"Thy former ways, but frowardly purſue 

[Thy wilfull courſe 3- then hark what I am bold 

| (1, ſpight of all thy madneſs) to unfold : 
{For I will tell thy Fortune 3 which, when they 
{That are bnborn ſhall read another day 3 
© They wilt believe Gods'merecy did- infuſe 
\ Thy Poets breaſt with a Prophetick Muſe. 

And know, that he this Author did prefer, 
| To be from him, this Iſles Remembrancer. 
* If thou, I ſay, Oh Brady, ſhalt retain 
Thy crying ſins,: thou doſt preſume in vain- | 

Of GodsProteQion: If thou ſtop thine ear, 

Or burn this Rowl, in which recorded are 

Thy juſt Inditments, it ſhall written be | 

"With new additions, deeply ſtampt on thee 
[With ſuch CharaQers, that no'time ſhall race 
"Their fatal image from thy ſcarred face. 

Though haughtily thou doſt thy {elf diſpole 3 
Becaute the Sea thy borders doth incloſe';, - 
[Although thou multiply thy inland Forces, 

[And muſter-up large Troops of Men and Horſes 3; 
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- "Though like an Eagle thou thy wings difplay'ft, 
- And ( high thy {elf advancing proudly fay'ft, 


- 


1 fit aloft, and amo high, that tione _ . 

Can fetch me. from the place I reſt upon? _. 

Yea, though thou no advantages didſt want, 

Of which the glorieſt Emperies did vaunt, - © 
Yet, fure, thou ſhalt-be humbled arid brought low, 
Evn then, perhaps, when lefs thou fear*ſt it ſo. 
Till thourepent, proviſions which are made 


- For thy defence, or others to invade, 
Shall bein vain; and till, the greater coſt 


. Thou ſhalt beſtow; the honour that is loſt / 


Shall. be the greater; and thy waſted ſtrength 


-  Beſick of a Conſumption at. the length: 


The plague it hath deferved, God tha 


Thy Treaties which for peace or profit be, | 


_ Shall neither peace nor profit bring to thee; 
Yea, all thy winnings ſhall but fewel be, 


To feed thoſe follies that now ſpring in thee; 

On all thy fruits and Cattel in the fields, 

On what the Air, or what the Water yields; 

On Prince and People, on both weak. and ſtrong, 

On Prieſt and Prophet, 'on both ol aid young 

Yea, oneach perſon, place, andever thing, 
1c It | bring, 

A leannels ſhall thy fatneſs quite devour 

Thy Wheat ſhall in the place of wholeſom Flower, 

Yield nought but Bran. Inſtead of Graſs and Corn; 


_ Thou ſhalt in time of Harveſt reap the Thorn, 


The Thiſtle, and the Briar. Of their ſhadows, 
Thy Groves ſhall robbed be. Thy Flower Medows 
Shall ſerill wax. There ſhall be ſeldom ſeen 

Sheep on the Downs, .or Shepherds on the Green. 


"Thy Walks, thy Gardens, and each pleaſant Plot; 


Shall be as thoſe where men inhabit nor. 


Thy Villages, where goodly dwellings are, 


Shall Rand as if they unfrequented were, 
Thy Cities, and thy Palaces, wherein 


| Moſt neatneſs and magnificence hath been, 


Shall heaps of rubbiſh be, and ( as in thoſe 
Demoliſh'd Abbjes, wherein Daws and Cr« wes 
Now make their neſts ) the Bramble and the Nettle, 
Shall in their Halls and Parlours root and ſettle : 
And moreover, they that now are trained, 

In eaſe, an1 with foft pleaſures entertaincd; - 
Inſtead of idle'games, and wanton dances, . 
Shall praRice how t0 hops Gon and Laure, 
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ith.everylake that hath been ſweet and good, 
"in.thy-m pe back _-'- 
til theiFown, oy thersHlood ireoft ;-  - 
\_ Or put their lives in att to beloſt, | 
_ _ MoſtloathlomFrogsz that is a race impure, 
\ Of baſe cohGition, and of birth obſcure, 
"This hateful brood ſhall climb to croke and ſing, 
. Within-the lodging-Chambers of the Kip z + : 
Yea, there teak? e of thoſe kr Il 
Which iſſue from their evil-ſounding throats, 
To wit, -vain brags, revilings, ribaldries, 
Vile flaunders, and unchriſtian blaſphemies. 
+ TheEand ſhall breed a naſty Generation, 
_ Unworthy either of. the reputation . 1 .. > . 
Orzname of men; for they as Lice ſhall feed, 
. Even on the body whence they did proceed 
There ſhall moreover ſwarms of divers Flies | 
Engendred be in thy pralperitics i 
'To be a plague: and ftill are humming fo, 
As if they meant ſome weighty work to do, 
When as, - upon the. .common'ſtock they ſpend 3 
And nought perform of that which they pretend. 
_ _, Then Pall a darknefs follow, fat: more black, 
Than when the light corporeal thou doſt lack. 
For, groſſeſt ignorante, o*reſhadowing all, 
Shall in fo thick a darkneſs thee inthrall, 
' That thou a blockiſh people ſhalt be made,. 
Still wandring on in a. deceiving ſhade, 
 Miſtruſting thoſe, that fafeſt paths are ſhowing, 
Moſt truſting tham who counfel thy undoing z 
And ay tormentged be with doubts and fears, 
As one that Out cries in dark places hears. 
Nor ſhall the hand of God from thee return, 
Till he hath alſo {mote thy eldeſt born. 
That is, till he hath taken from thee quite, 
Ev'n that whereon thou ſet thy whole delight; 
- And filledev*ry houſe throughout thy Nation, 
With deaths unlooked for, and lamentation. 
So greatthall be thy ruine, and thy ſhame, 
That when thy neighbouring Kingdoms hear the ſame, 
Their ears ſhall tingle. And when that day comes, 
In which thy follies muſt receive their dooms; 
| A day of clouds, a day bf gloomineſs, 
Aday of black deſpair and heavinels, 
It will appear. And then thy vanities, 
' Thy gold and filver, thy confedracies, 
And all thoſe Reeds on which thou haſt depended, 
Will fail thy truſt, and leave thee unbefriended. 
Thy King, thy Prieſts, and.Prophets then ſhall mourn, 
' - And peradventure fainedly return | 
To-beg.of God toſuccour them : but they 
Who will not hearken to his voice to day, 
Shall cry unheedtd.; and he will deſpiſe 
— Their Vows, their Prayers,” and-their Sacrifice. - - 
A'Sea of troubles, all thy hopes ſhall ſwallow ; 
As waves on Waves, ſo plague on plague ſhall follow : 
 Andevery thing that was a bleſling to thee, 
- Shall turn to be a curſe, and help undo thee. 
And when thy in is fully ripe in thee, 
Thy Prince and People' then alike ſhall be. 
Thou ſhalt have Babes to be thy Kings, or worſe, 
. Thoſe Tyrants who by cruelty and force, 
Shall take away thy ancient.freedoms quite, 
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In their vexations: and all thoſe that are." 


aS1n other 
Pay. | 
FP \ 


' In their high Counfels, and where men ſhould have 


Kind admonitions, and reprovings grave, 

When they offend, they ſhall be theodinod there, ©. 

Or ſcoft, or taunted, though no cauſe appear. 
Whatever from thy people they can tear 

Or borrow, they ſhall keep, as if it were 

A prize which had been taken from the foe, 

And they ſhall make no conſcience what they do 

To prejudice Poſterity : For they 

To gain their Juſt, but for the preſent day, 

- Shall with ſuch love unto, themſelves endeavour, 
That ( though they know it would undo for ever 
Their own poſterity ) .it ſhall not make 
The Monſters any better courſe to take. 

Nay, God ſhall give them for their offences, 
To ſuch uncomely reprobated fenfes: ' _. / 
And blind them fo, , that ( when the Axe they ſee 
Evn hewing at the root of thine own tree, : 
By their own handy-ſtrokes ) they ſhall not grieve 
For their approaching fall : no, nor believe 
Their fall approacheth, nor aſſume that heed, 
Which might prevent it, till they fall indeed. 

Mark well, oh Britain / whit I now ſhall fay, 
And do not ſlightly paſs theſe words away ; 

Bur be aſſured, that when God begins, 

To bring that vengeance on thee for thy fins, 
Which hazzard will thy total overthrow, 
Thy Prophets and thy Prieſts ſhell lily ſow 
The ſeeds of that difſention and ſedition, 
Which time will ripen for thy faid perdition : 

But not unleſs the Prieſts thereto conſent, 


| For in thoſe days ſhall few men innocent 


Be grieved (through any quarter of the Land ) 


In which thy Clergy ſhall not have ſome hand. 
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be ſhed _ 


tver.in thy fields (25 God forbid) 
e blood of thine own children 1 
icivil diſcord, they ſhall blo 
lat will become thy ruin, and: 

jd thus it will. be kindled, yyhen the times . 
e nigh at worſt, and thy ir 

moſt compleat 5 the Devil 
| bring ftrange Crotchets. a 


.thy flame, _ 
thy.ſhame 3 .... 


Tt ,begin,,.. er\F- , 


hong thy Teachers, which yrill. breed diſugio 

pd interrupt the viſible Communion... 
F thy eftabliſh'r Church, And in the ſtead,” | 
f zealous Paſtors (who Gods Flock did. 
here ſhall ariſe within thee, by degrees, - ». . 
Clergy, that ſhall more defire to fleece .. | 


than feed the Flock.. A Clergy it ſhall be -. Le, 


wvided init, felf*; and they ſhall thee Fe 
vide among them, into feveral fations, . ..... 


+2 : þ 
» 
by 


3» 4 


hey all in. outward-ſeeming fhall pretend 
zods glory, and to have a;piots. end ; 


ut under colour of ſincere devotion, a 


heir Rudy ſhall be temporal promotion 3 


Vhich will among themſelves ftrong quarrels make, 


herein thy other children ſhall partake. 

As to the Perſons, or the cauſe they Rand 
AﬀeCted, ev*n quite, throughout the Land. 

Qoe part of thele will for preferment ſtrive, 
By lifting up the Kings Prerogative 
Above it ſelf > They ſhall pertwade him to ;! 


Miuch more than Law, or Conſcience bids him do z 


And ſay, God warrants it. His holy Laws 
They ſhall alledg , to juſtifie their cauſe ; 
And impudently wreſt, to prove their ends, 
What God for better purpoſes intends. 

They ſhall nat bluſh to fay, that ev'iry King 
May do like Solomon in every thing, | 
{As if they had his Warrant : and ſhall dare 
Aſcribe to Monarchs, rights that proper are 
o none but Chriſt ; and mix their flatteries 
With no leſs groſs and wicked blaſphemiies, 


6 han Heathens did 3 yea make their King believe, 


{That whomſoever they oppreſs or grieve 

It is no wrong nor fit for men oppreſſed 

[To ſeek by their own Laws to be redrefſed. 

© Nay. further, to their wicked ends they ſhall 

© Apply the ſacred Story ; or what ever, 

© May ſeem to. further their unjuſt endeavour, 

* Ev'n what the Son of Harnnab toid the Fews 

* Should be their ſcourge ( becauſe they did refuſe 
The Sov*raignty of God, and were ſo vain, 


2 - To ask a King, which over them might raign 
© As Heathen Princes did) that curſe, they ſhall 


* Afficm to be a Law Monarchicall, 
F Which God himſelf eſtabliſhed to ſtand, 
Throughout all ages, and in every Land, 
* Which is as good Divinity, as they 
| Have alſo taught, who do not bluſh to ſay | 
That Kings may have both Wives and Concubines, 
” And, by that Rule whereby theſe great Dzvines 
” Shall prove their Texer, 1 dare undertake 
 CIf found it hold) that [like proof will make 
Of any Fewiſb Cuſtom, and deviſe, 
- Authority for all aburdities. 
But, falſe it .is ; for, might all Kings at pleaſure 
(As by the right of Royalty) make ſeifure 
Of any mans pofſelſions : why, I pray 
Did eAhab grieve, that Naboth (aid him nay ? 
Why made he not this anſwer thereunto, 

(If what the Prophet ſaid ſome Kings would do, 
Were juſtly to be done) thy Yineyard's mine 3 
And, at my pleaſure, Naboth, all that's thine 


pipions in, _..... 
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His death © 


| al Iact DO IONS. © diſreſpe&, in that he'di 
hich rend thee;will, and fill thee with diftraQions: . 


; Nowif what here is tention 
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: LA 2s Prerogative __ 
She might hove Pot his Yinzyard.: Nor would God: 
Have ſcourg'd that *Murther with ſo keeh a rod 
On Ahab, had he asked. but his'due : 
For, he did neither, Plot, nor yet purſue 


The Murther not (for ought tha we can tell)” 


Had knowleds of the. deed of 'Frzabel, 
' Till God reveal'd it by the Pr | etto him.” FE 2-021; 
, » Noris it faid, that Naborh wrong did do him; 


» in that he did nor yeild, 
To ſell, or give, or to excharige his! Fd.” --- 
ere is | 'd, thon' doſt heed, 

(Oh. Britain? ) in thoſe times that ſhall: ſucceed; 
It may prevent much lofs, and, make thee ſhun" 
Thoſe miſchiefs,., whereby. Kingdoms are undone; - 
But, to.thy other ſins, if thou ſhalt add 
Rebellions (as falſe Prophets wif perſwade ) © 
Which likely. are to follow, when thou ſhalt 
In thy profeſſion of Religion halt: _ 
Then will thy Kings and peopleſcourge each other | 
For their offences, till both fall together : 
By weakning of your Powers to make them way, 
Who ſeek and look for that unhappy day. 

Then ſhall 'diforder ev*ry where abound, 
And neither juſt nor pious man be found, 
The beſt ſhall be a Bryer and a Thorn, | 
By whom their neighbour ſhall be ſcratcht and torn; 
Thy Princes ſhall to nothing condeſcend 
For any merit, juſt, or pious end; - 
But either for increaſing of their treaſure, 
Or for accompliſhing their wilful pleaſure : 


And unto what they fell, or daign for meed, 


There ſhall be given little truſt or heed : | 
For, that which by their words confirm they ſhall 
(The Royal ſeals uniting therewithall) 

A toy ſhall fruſtrate, and a gift ſhall make 


Their ſtricteſt Orders no effe& to take; 


The Parents, and the Children ſhall deſpiſe 
And hate, and ſpoil each other : ſhe thatlies 
Within her Husbands boſom, ſhall betray him 3 


«4 


They who thy people ſhould prote&, ſhall flay them : 


The aged ſhall regarded be of none, 
The poor ſhall by the rich be trodden on: 
Such grievous infolencies everywhere 
Shall acted be, that good and bad ſhall. fear 
In thee to dwell ; and men diſcreet ſhall hate 
To be a Ruler, or a Magiſtrate, | 
When they behold (without impenitence) 
So much injuſtice, and ſuch violence. 
Andwhen thy wickedneſs this height ſhall gain, 
To which, no doubt, it will ere long attain, 
If thou proceed : Then from the bow thats bent; 
(And half way drawn already) ſhall be ſent 
A mortal arrow; and it pierce thee ſhall 
Quite through the head, the liver, and the gall. 
The Lord ſhall call, and whiſtle from a far, 


_ For thoſe thine enemies that fierceſt are, 


For thoſe thou feareſt moſt ; and they ſhall from 
Their Countries, liſte a whirlwind hither come : 
They ſhall not ſleep, nor ſtumble, nor untie 


| Their garments, - till within thy fields they lie. 


Sharp ſhall their arrows be, and ſtrong their bow, 
Their faces ſhall as full of horrour ſhow, 


As 
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As doth 


ti 


no 


That theyw 
Shall in BE 


rooted out. - 
be, afraid to fow ; 


Shall leave their gettings to the foes poſſeſſion : | 
Yea, God will ſcourge thee, Englana, ſeven times more, 
With ſeven times greater Plagues than heretofore.) 
Then, thy Alles their Fiepdhip ſhall withdraw 3 
And, they that of thy.-greatneſs ſtogd. in awe, 
Shall ſay (in ſcorn) is this the valiant Nation, | 
That had-throughout the world ſuch reputation, 
By ViRories upon the ſhoxe? Are thele . 

That people that were Maſters of the Seas, 
And grew ſo mighty? Yea, that petty Nation) 
- That is not worthy of thy indignation, 
Shall mock thee too. and all thy former fame, 
Forgot ſhall be, or mention'd to thy ſhame, 

Then wo to them who arkpes more have lov'd 
Than light 3 and good advice have diſapprov'd : 
For they ſhall wandet in a crooked path, . 

Which neither light, nor. end, nor comfort hath. 
And when for Guides and Counſel, they do cry, 
Not one ſhall pity them who paſſeth by. 

Then wo 'to them that have corrupted been, 
To juſtifie the-wicked in. his fin; 
Or, for a bribe the righteous to condemn ; 
For flames (as on the chaff) ſhall ſeize on them : 
Their bodies;to the. Dunghil ſhall be caſt, * 
Their flower ſhall turn to duſt; their flock ſhall waſte, 
And all the glorious titles they have worn, 
Shall but increaſe their infamy and ſcorn. 

Then wo to them that have been rais'd aloft 
By good: mens ruins 3 and by laying ſoft 
And eaſie pillows under great mens Arms. 

To make them pleas'd in-their alluring charms. 
We gather Armies, and we Fleets prepare 3 

And then, both firong and ſafe we think we are. 
But when we look for ViRories and glory, 
What follows, but events that make us forry ? 
And *tis Gods mercy that we turn our faces 
With ſo few. lofſes, and no, more diſgraces. 

For what are moſt of thoſe whom we-ccommend 

- Such aRions to z and whom we forth, do ſend 
To fight. thoſe Batrels:whichthe Lords we call, 
But, fuch'3s neither figtit for him at all? _ 
Whom doſt thou make thv Captains, and diſpoſe 
Such offices unto, but unto thoſe. 

(Some few excepted) who procure by. friends 


© Command, and pay. to ſerve their private ends, 


Theſe by their ynrepented, fins, betray 
Thy Cauſe ;, by theſe, the honour, and the day 
.. Is loft : and when thou hopeft that thy trouble 
- » Ghall have an «nd, thy danger waxeth double. 
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By penitence, our folly we ſhall rue; 

And, if wedo not more Gods will regard, 

That miſchief is but for a time defer'd. 

Be mindful therefore while it is to day 3 

And let no good occaſion ſlip away. 
Now rend your hearts, ye Britains, waſh and rinſe t 
From all corruption, from all evil cleanſe them, 
Go offer up the pleaſing Sacrifice - 

Of Righteouſneſs : ſrom folly turn your eyes. : 
Seek peace, ' and follow it with ſtri& purſute x 
Relieve the needy ; Judgment execute 3 

Refreſh the weary, right the fatherleſs : 

The ſtrangers and the widows wants redreſs : 
Give praiſe-to God, depend with lowly faith 


On him, and what his holy Spirir ſaith : 


Remember what a price thy ranſom coſt, 
And now redeem the time that thou haſt loſt: 
Return, return.thou (oh' þackfliding Nation) 
And, let thy tears prevert thy defolation < 
As yet thou-maiſt return: For Gods embrace 
Is open for thee, if thou haſt the grace 
To give it meeting. Yet, Repentance inay 
Prevent the miſchiefs of that evil day 
Which here is mention'd : yet, thou maift have peace; 
And by diſcreet endeavouring, encreafe 
Each outward grace, and ev'ry inward thing, 
Which will additions to thy comfort bring. 

, Now grant us peace, O Lord ! for perilous 
The times are grown, and no man fights for us 


| But thou, O God ! Nor do we ſeek or crave, 
"That any other (hampion we may have. 


Thy Church in theſe Dominions, Lord preſerve 
In purity, and- teach us thee to ſerve 

In holineſs and righteouſneſs, until 

We ſhall the number of our days fulfil. 

Defend this Kingdom from all oyerthrows, 

By forraign Enemies, or home-bred foes. 

Our King with ev'ry grace and vertue bleſs, 
With thine honour, and his own encreaſe. 
Inflame our Nobles with more loye and-7zeal, 

To thy true Spouſe, and to this Common-weal, 
Inſpire our Clergy in their ſeveral places, 

With knowledg, and all ſanQifying Graces; 
That by their Lives and Do&rines they may rear 
Thoſe parts of Z:on which decayed are, 

Awake thele People, give them ſouls that may 
Believe thy Words, and thy Commands otey., 
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